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ñNo Place on Earthò Untouched 

by the Primate Trade 
ÂNepalese mountaineer 

Jyamchang Bhote on Mt. 

Everest with IPPLôs 

protest banner, May 2009 

Â IPPL campaigns with 

WWG (Nepal) to ban 

native rhesus exports 

ÂNepalôs monkeys highlight 

sustainability and 

globalization issues  



ñPlainò Monkeys Under Hidden 

Threat from ñLegalò Export 
ÂPrimates imported into 

U.S. in 2009 (USFWS): 

ÅCrab-eating macaque 

monkeys: 19,979 (90%) 

ÅRhesus macaque 

monkeys: 1,596 

ÅOther monkeys/ 

prosimians: 515 

ÅApes: 8 

ÂCan this continue, even 

for ñcommonò monkeys? 



Â International primate trade 
most affected by CITES 

Â CITES: leading international 
treaty governing trade in 
endangered species (1975) 

Â Most nations (175 out of 195) 
are signatories 

Â Appendix II and I listings 
Å II: trade permitted if animals 

legally removed from the wild   
and ñno detrimentò to species 

Å I: commercial trade banned 
(import and export permits 
needed for transport) 

Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species  



Primates and Appendices 

Â All primates are on either 
Appendix I or II 

Â Appendix I: Includes all apes 
and all lemurs (as well as 
many monkeys) 

Â Appendix II (less protected) 
monkey species like 
macaques traded more easily 
Å Traded with only export permits 

Å Export permits easily falsified 

Å Wild-caught animals listed as 
captive-born to evade regulations 

Â Multinational corporations/ 
research facilities exploit these 
loopholes 



Example 1: Monkey Laundering 
Cambodia Ʒ China  Ʒ The West 

ÂCambodia: Wild-caught 
macaques transferred to 
breeding/collecting centers 
ÅWild-caught and captive-born 

monkeys shipped to China  

ÅSuspect ñcaptive bornò 
documents often used 

ÂChina: Monkeys become 
menu items/export items 

ÂThe West: Monkeys in high 
demand for biowarfare 
experiments Cambodian monkeys 

awaiting export  


