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A Proliferation of Primates 
ÂMovies (from 1930sô Tarzan to 2011ôs Zookeeper) 

ÂAds (CareerBuilderôs Super Bowl chimp ads) 

ÂTV shows (like 30 Rock and the Today Show) 

ÂYouTube (tickle-me loris) 
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Primate ñActors:ò 

Names and Numbers 
ÂCommonly used species: 

ÅChimpanzees  

ÅOrangutans 

ÅGibbons 

ÅCapuchins 

ÂNumbers in captivity: 

ÅAbout 15,000 primates in 

private hands 

ÅAbout 750 are chimps; 

fewer than 30 apes currently 

in entertainment industry 

 

 



Where do they come from and 

where do they go? 
ÂPrimate breeders 

ÅAbout 4 or 5 ape 

suppliers 

ÅMany monkey 

breeders 

ÂThe waiting list for 

would-be retirees 

ÅñOff the radarò 

ÂThe revolving door 

ÅExamples: Rosie, 

Travis, Chubbs 

 
 

 


